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G A R D E N  CITY  MIDDLE  SCHOOL  N E W S  

Special Edition – Focus on Music 
 

                                                                                                       November 2003 

 

 
Principal’s Message 
 
It often takes more courage to change one’s opinion than to 
stick with it. 
                                                         -- Jose Ortega y Gasset 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I trust that both you and your child are having a wonderful fall season 
and first quarter of the new school year.   We are pleased that several 
elements of our restructuring plan have been successfully 
implemented – teaming in all grades, full elective program, choices 
for 8th grade physical education, support classes in every academic 
area, coed intramurals, new intramural program for 7th and 8th 
graders, longer lunch periods, Friday Evening Recreation to start in 
November, and improved participation in all of our music programs.   
We will continue to strengthen all aspects of our school programs -- 
to keep the focus on the academic, creative, social, physical and 
affective needs of all of our children.   
 
However, as you are likely aware, while our school is undergoing a 
welcomed transformation, one would not know it by reading the local 
newspaper or attending recent Board of Education meetings.  Instead 
of Garden City News readers learning about our restructuring and 
new programs, a small vocal group maintains a constant stream of 
letters on one issue – the transfer of one music teacher and the 
purported demise of our music program.    
 
While I recognize that people of good will differ on this transfer, it is 
essential that we maintain a sense of perspective.   As the principal of 
the middle school, I recognize the strong emotions and honorable 
intentions of a group of our parents who have been expressing their 
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disagreement with the transfer; however, as charged as this issue 
has been, there must be a point where we draw the line, when we 
must return the focus to our school and children.  There comes a 
point where ongoing controversy becomes dysfunctional and hurtful 
to our children and school community.   
 
I attended the Board meeting when this issue was first mentioned this 
summer -- I purposely attended to reassure our protesting students 
that I was proud of them for taking a stand on an issue that was 
important to them.  I expressed this same view to several parents.  
We are fortunate to live in a democratic society where citizens can 
feel free to express disagreements in public settings; however, with 
rights come responsibilities – while we are free to speak, we should 
speak civilly and truthfully.  
 
It is important that we examine the real facts about our music 
program -- Select Band has always had performance criteria.  
Additionally, contrary to the misinformation in the local paper, student 
participation in our morning music programs has greatly increased 
this school year.  (Later, within this newsletter we have re-printed the 
statement of our School Board President, Mr. Kenneth J. Monaghan 
who summarized our programs and the numbers of students 
participating in our music program.)      
 
While we have certainly enhanced our music program this school 
year, next year students will select their morning music group by 
genre – for example, Jazz Band, Classical Band, Dixieland Band, 
Romantic Period Band, Americana Band, etc.   Placement will not be 
based on performance level for the regular morning music program. 
 
Special ad-hoc high performance-based groups may be formed 
(before school or during the school day) when the performance 
criteria is established by an outside association, such as for NYSSMA 
competitions or Hofstra performances.  This configuration is more 
consistent with middle level philosophy, will eliminate “tryouts” or 
“cuts” based on performance for our regular early morning music 
groups, and will also ensure that students who presently perform at 
an exceptional level will have continued opportunities for exceptional 
performance play with outside associations.     
 
What I find frustrating is the impression of a house divided.  The 
reality is that our school community is not divided and our music 
programs are going very well.    As a community, we must refuse to 
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accept anonymous letters which unfairly attack our teachers, 
administrators and Board members.  The Garden City News should 
exercise at least a minimal level of editorial integrity by not printing 
anonymous letters, unending redundant letters, letters that provide 
unverified “facts,” or letters that serve as the conduit for personal 
attacks with unverified support or information.   
 
Moreover, our Board and Superintendent have proven themselves to 
be stalwart advocates for middle-level education – our restructuring 
efforts have moved forward because of their support.  We must keep 
a sense of perspective when we have disagreements – whether we 
agree or disagree with a specific decision, it is unconscionable to 
attack a person’s integrity.      
 
Our entire music faculty has been doing a wonderful job under 
difficult conditions – their words often twisted, their innocuous 
comments taken out of context.  They are child-centered educators 
and their students are very well served through their efforts.    
 
We need to return the attention to our children -- we should all be 
concerned about the acrimonious nature of the public discourse -- 
Our children are watching how we, the adults they love and respect, 
handle our own disagreements.   We want our children to learn that 
part of civil public discourse is accepting the answer, “no,” and that 
people of good will can differ in their views on important issues.  It’s 
time to move on for the sake of our children and school.   We need to 
show them a better example.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Peter Osroff 
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School Board President, Mr. Kenneth Monaghan on Our Music 
Program:    (Numbers verified by the Principal)  
 
The debate regarding the transfer of one of our music teachers from 
the Middle School to the primary schools continues to rage both in 
the press and on the street.  While the Board appreciates that not all 
agree with the decision the Administration made, which the Board 
supports, we are nonetheless disturbed by the inaccuracy of some of 
the information.  We would therefore like to clear the air: 
 

• First, there has always been a criterion for participation in the 
Select Band.  Last year, for example, a grade of 91 was 
required.  This year a playing assessment was used instead 
since it is too early in the school year to use grades as a tool for 
placement; 

• Second, contrary to the reports of the demise of the Middle 
School band program, participation is up.  In October of last 
year, the combined enrollment in the morning music programs, 
including Select Band, the No Joe and No Otis ensembles and 
the flute and clarinet choirs or ensembles, was 135.  This year, 
the combined enrollment in the morning music programs, 
including the Select Band and the new programs Jazz 
Ensemble, Jazz Band and Dixieland Band, is 249; 

• Third, last year the number of students in Select Band 
increased from 65 at the beginning of the year to 98 in May as 
more students met the performance criteria.  This year, we 
already have 81 students and expect, like last year, that the 
number will increase as more students meet the criteria; 

• Fourth, unlike previous years, all of the Morning Music 
ensemble performance groups are now full year programs, not 
half-year programs.  As in the past, Select Band remains a full 
year program; 

• Fifth, we now have chamber music offered to all students in the 
band program on all instruments during the day.  In recent 
years, chamber music was offered to flute and clarinet choirs or 
ensembles, which met as part of the Morning Music program.  
Last year, the combined enrollment for the Flute and Clarinet 
Choirs was 22.  This year, the modifications in the program 
have enabled all 325 students in the band program on all 
instruments to benefit from instruction in chamber music; 
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• Sixth, we have also changed the music lesson schedule at the 
Middle School so band students will be receiving music 
instruction every six school days instead of once every two 
weeks; 

• Lastly, while the letters in the newspaper have only focused on 
the band program, they have ignored the fact that because of 
the changes made this year and last, we have an exploding 
Select Chorus program that allows students that play an 
instrument to continue with chorus.  This year, over 120 
students applied for the Select Chorus program.  We will now 
offer a second chorus in the Morning Music program, which will 
allow all students to participate. 

 
In order to clarify an issue raised at the October 20th Board meeting, 
a distinction must be drawn between the extra-curricular Morning 
Music program and the curricular instrumental music classes.  The 
total enrollment in the curricular band classes last year was 329.  The 
current enrollment in curricular band classes now stands at 325.  The 
small decrease can be directly attributed to the fact that music is no 
longer mandatory in 8th grade, as it was in previous years.  With the 
changes in the Middle School curriculum, 8th grade students now 
have a wide range of electives from which to choose in lieu of music.  
Students made decisions on electives last March long before 
decisions were reached regarding the transfer of music personnel.  
With regards to the extra-curricular Morning Music program, students 
registered for this in late September with the knowledge that the new 
Middle School instrumental teachers would be directing these 
programs. 
 
Enrollment figures in the Morning Music program for both years count 
the number of students participating in each ensemble.  Some 
students participate in more than one ensemble and therefore are 
double counted.  The total number of individual students (i.e. after 
eliminating the double counting) participating in the Morning Music 
program in May 2003 was 159, including the increase in Select Band 
from 65 in the fall to 98 in the spring (see number 3 above).  There 
are currently 175 individual students participating in the program.  
The percentage of band students enrolled in the 2002-2003 Morning 
Music program was 48%.  The percentage this year is 54%.  The 
sources for the statistics used are the 2002-2003 Middle School club 
activities attendance logs and program rosters submitted by the 
previous and current Middle School instrumental music teachers.  All 
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students included in the data for October 2003 are currently enrolled 
in band classes and/or have attended one or more meetings 
associated with the Morning Music program. 
 
While the Board of Education has heard negative comments 
regarding the changes in the Middle School band program from a 
vocal group of parents and some students, we have also heard many 
positive comments regarding the changes from many parents and 
students.  We have a number of students that have either returned to 
the band program or have joined for the first time.  We know of only 
one student who has dropped out.  We have 28 students who have 
volunteered to learn new instruments to improve the musical balance 
of many of the groups.  The Administration generally makes 
personnel placement decisions for a year, not for half-a-year or one 
grading period.  Included in that category are transfers between 
schools of which there were 13 teacher transfers and one 
administrative transfer for this year.  If the Administration and the 
Board were to consider moving any teacher which is not currently 
contemplated, we would under no circumstances do so in the middle 
of a school year.  While the public has a voice in personnel matters in 
the form of the right to come Board meetings and speak or write to 
the newspaper, there is no public vote or referendum on personnel 
matters.  New York state education law is very clear in leaving these 
matters in the hands of the Administration and the Board.  The Board 
is backing the Administration on this reassignment, even after 
evaluating all the comments made in public, and we have no intention 
of overruling the Superintendent. 
 
End of Mr. Kenneth Monaghan’s Statement 

------------------------- 
 
Drive Safely in the Circle: 
 
Please be sure to drive safely and SLOWLY on school grounds 
during pick-up of your children.  It’s not only polite, but the safe way 
to be! 
 
Garden City Middle School Homework Policy: 
 
Current education research has consistently identified that 
(developmentally) students benefit most from a homework volume of 
ten minutes per grade.   In other words, the optimal amount of time 
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spent on nightly homework for a 6th grader is 60 minutes, for a 
seventh grader it is 70 minutes, and it is 80 minutes for 8th graders. 
 
While this is a general guideline, there will be times when additional 
homework time is warranted – For example, studying for an exam, 
and completing a long-term project.   
 
Moreover, as a general rule-of-thumb, students should not have more 
than 1 ½ to 2 hours of homework. This translates into 15 – 20 
(maximum) minutes of homework per subject on a typical evening.  
Teams may coordinate homework assignments to stay within the 
guideline.   
 
If a homework assignment takes substantially more time than this 
guideline, parents should feel comfortable providing a note to the 
classroom teacher.  Parent feedback will assist teachers in 
monitoring and evaluating the amount of homework assigned.   
 
Our Home on the Web – It’s Not Just Homework Any Longer: 
 
We continue to implement improvements and new categories on 
our Web site.  Please regularly view them at: 
 
http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 
 

Additional Day for Parent Teacher Conferences: 
 
In order to accommodate the high number of parents requesting 
conferences, for each team we created an additional conference day.  
By adding the additional conference day for each team, we were able to 
fully accommodate the parents that had been closed out.    

Please remember that your team will always make itself available to 
meet with you whenever you need a meeting.  Please do not wait until a 
regular conference time if you have concerns about your child.  

 

Middle School Calendar: 

Again, please note that we have a newly designed monthly calendar on 
our Web page.  This calendar has extensive coverage of nearly all 
school events.  
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MS Forms New Chapter of Students Against Destructive Decisions 
(SADD):  

A middle school chapter of SADD has been formed.  SADD offers 
students a safe and substance free social alternative and provides 
students with an opportunity to serve as role models within their own  
community.  SADD focuses its efforts on changing (untoward) youthful 
behavior and we are hoping that our students will play a pivotal role in 
our school community’s fight against drug, tobacco and alcohol use.   

Our SADD group will be meeting every other week starting in 
November.  Noreen Bonagura, Middle School Social Worker, and Julia 
Milone, Health Teacher, will be the advisors for the group.  SADD 
membership is open to all middle school students.   

 

MS Students Participate in the 46th Annual German-American 
Steuban Parade: 

On Saturday, September 20th, 7th and 8th grade German language 
students from our middle school marched up New York City’s Fifth 
Avenue in the 46th Annual German-American Steuban Parade.  The 
parade is held each year to honor the memory of General Friedrich 
Wilhelm, Baron von Steuben who helped train General Washington’s 
Continental Army.  The parade also celebrates the many contributions 
of German immigrants to the United States.  Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
served as Grand Marshall.   

The time spent in the parade line-up is often the most interesting part of 
the day.  As in the past, Garden City students had an opportunity to 
meet native Germans in regional costumes and to practice the German 
language with them.  One of the groups was a forty member band called 
Spielmannszug T.V.  “Deutsche Eiche” from Hirschfeld, Germany.  
Eighth graders K.C. Alvey, Courtney Alford, Lynn Diana, and Caitlin 
Ialenti, bravely held discussions with members of the band about their 
free time and their school activities.  The students also met Germans 
from Baden-Wurttemberg’s Black Forest area and several cadets from 
the West Point German Language Club who were happy to pose with 
them for photos.  An added bonus was the presence of Mr. Erich 
Mordhurst, a new music teacher at GCMS, who played his sousaphone 
with a German-American band. 
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Frau Hecker and her students thank Mr. Mordhorst for his company, 
and parent chaperones Mrs. Beechner, Mrs. Slattery, and Mr. Stamm 
for sharing an einmaliges Erlebnis!!   

 
MS ART STUDENTS ENTER DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
CONTEST: 
                                                                                By Linda Kastner 
 
Washington Mutual Bank has sponsored for the second year in a row 
a Digital Photography Contest for Middle School Students in the New 
York, New Jersey area.  The project is designed to introduce middle 
school youngsters to the joy of photography, the use of a digital 
camera and an appreciation of our PUBLIC SERVANTS at work.  
Winning photos will be displayed in the New York Historical Society 
and then be sent to Washington, D.C. for a national competition. 
 
Six 8th grade students were chosen for this project and they received 
a free camera and professional training at Chelsea Piers in 
Manhattan.  The instructor was David Hume Kennerly, world famous 
photojournalist.  The event was even on the news.  Then 
arrangements were made by Joe Wilkonski and Linda Kastner to 
photograph public servants in action.   With the cooperation of former 
student Brian Ridgeway, Village Clerk of Garden City, visits to the fire 
house, police station, water & sewer and public works department 
were arranged and the kids took some amazing photos.  
 
The following day, arrangements were made to visit Manhattan 
Criminal Court and each student was given the rare opportunity to sit 
on the bench next to the judge and photograph criminal court cases 
in action. A private interview with the judge following the morning in 
court answered lots of the children’s questions.  In addition, we took 
some great shots of detectives, district attorneys, court officers, the 
prisoner wagon drivers, and even the officer who stands at the metal 
detector at the courthouse allowed us to take some photos.  After a 
delicious lunch in Chinatown, we headed to Bellevue Hospital to the 
Clinical Lab for a tour and photo shoot of lab workers and a look at 
the state of the art medical equipment used to diagnose 4,000 blood 
tests a day.  The kids were then given the opportunity to talk with Dr. 
Kaplan who heads the lab for a question and answer period about 
this most unique and important public hospital. 
 



 10

We are anxiously awaiting the results of this project.  We hope that 
we have a winning photo.   Good luck to the team! 
 
Seventh Grade Band Students Play with the Hofstra University 
Symphonic Band: 
 
The Hofstra University Symphonic Band invited ten Garden City 
Middle School students to participate in the 2003 Middle School 
Honors Band Festival. The festival included students from our district 
as well as school districts from all over Nassau County.  On October 
23, 2003, 160 seventh graders combined with 100 players of the 
Hofstra University Symphonic Band to form a 260-member Festival 
Band.  This massed band took the stage of the Hofstra University 
Arena for a rehearsal of middle school level music featuring the work 
of renowned composer and guest conductor, James Swearingen.  
The Honors Band Festival Concert was held on October 24, 2003 at 
8:00.  
 
Selection for this ad-hoc Honors Band was made on the basis of an 
audition the students played in late September.   
 
Creative Projects in the World Languages Classroom: 
                                                                             By David Strauzer 
 
Spanish 1A and French 1A students in Mr. Strauzer’s classes 
“personified” a classroom object as a culminating activity.  Students 
brought these objects to life by “cutting out maps” to spell the words 
“un mapa” and “une carte,” and created the words “l’agrafeuse” and 
“la grapadora” for the stapler. 
 
 French 1B students wrote directions in the target language.  Then 
using walkie-talkies, they directed their peers around the school to 
their “final destination.”  Students worked on their listening skills, 
really enjoyed the activity, and received elements of the NYS World 
Languages Syllabus for “Checkpoint A” in Community and 
Neighborhood.   
 
French 1B students completed a project entitled “Mon Quartier” (My 
Neighborhood) which reviewed vocabulary and directions.  Students 
created PowerPoint slide shows, replicas of “7th Street,” scanned 
digital photos of stores and buildings, and had to memorize and 
present their sentences to the class.  My students did an incredible 
job!! Bravo!!  


